Abstract: An extensive survey was done for fish nematode parasites of few economically important fishes of Oinam Lake, Bishnupur district, Manipur. 9 species of nematodes were encountered. 
INTRODUCTION
Fish is a vital source of human food particularly in terms of high quality proteins. For the people of Eastern India in general, and North East in particular, fish constitutes a major component of diet. Being a cheap source of animal protein, there is more emphasis on the culture of fishes in recent times. With increasing demand, pisciculture has been a lucrative avocation. But the pisiculturist face many hazards. One among such hazards is the disease resulting from parasitic infections. Manipur has vast potential resources of fisheries in ponds, lakes, rivers and swamps. About 1/3 rd of the total area of central valley of Manipur is occupied by waterbodies. Fish productivity is adversely affected by parasitic infection and diseases. Fishes harbour a variety of parasites belonging to diverse animal groups. The nematode parasites of a particular water body depend on biotic and abiotic variables and on the presence of intermediate hosts. Their exists relationship between the distribution of nematode and mode of life of their hosts. Fluctuation of nematode infection used to vary during the year and information of such fluctuation has been reported in the case of nematode parasites by a number of seasonal changes of water temperature. Work of Yamaguti (1958 Yamaguti ( , 1959 Yamaguti ( , 1961 Yamaguti ( , 1962 Yamaguti ( and 1963 related to occurrence of helminth parasites in vertebrate host is of immense importance. Further Chubb (1979) illustrated the studies of seasonal occurrence of helminths in fresh water fishes in different climate zones of the world. Kar (2007) and Kar and Sen (2007) Studied on systematices list and distribution of fish biodiversity in Mizoram, Tripura and Barak drainage in North East India. Kar et al.(2008) studied on the panorama of fish diversity in certain rivers, wetlands and protected areas in Assam. Kar and Barbhuiya (2009) the same locality. Small fishes were killed by pithing and somewhat larger specimens by blow on the top of cranium. The external body surface as well as the internal body eg. alimentary canal, liver, heart, kidney, gonads, swim bladder etc were thoroughly examined for the occurrence of parasites. The living worms were placed directly in warm 70% alcohol for fixation. An alternate methods was used for killing and stretching by immersing the worms for 0.5-1 minutes in glacial acetic acid (Berland 1961) , then preserved in 70%alcohol. Further the nematodes were cleared in Lactophenol and mounted in glycerine gelly.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The parasites collected from 14 species of fish hosts examined belonged to 9 diverse groups viz: C. specimens and to UGC, New Delhi for granting a major research project to the second author.
